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Robert E. Seletsky 
Josquin: Three Motets 

Notes 

In M.otet #54, "Tribul tio et angustia invenerunt me, II 

the finalis is G; thus, the Bb signature signifies that 

the Dorian mode is in effect. Actually, the ambitus 

of the piece suggests the hypo-Dorian. In any case, the 

strictly modal quality is mi·t· gated by the almost consistent 

use of stipulated Eb. However, a truly tonal unity, in the 

modern sense, is impossible because of the work's harmonic 

organisation. most of the piece can be reduced to a pr longed 

A with a bass D support, which resolves to the G finalis with 

its supporting b ss G. The I-V-I structure of later onal 

refe ence is not present. The small amount of editorial 

ficta,applied generally where vertical relationships demand, 

re sufficient, in the light of original addition of accidentals. 

Mo et #74, " ancti Dei omnes orate pro nobis," is 

nominally a Lydian composition; there ·s, however, a Bb 

signature, suggesting F major to the modern listener, although 

the actual derivation is, of course, strictly modal. The work 

is structured in an ABACA ••• fashion: when the tag IISanct 

Dei omnes" recurs, it 1.S inv iably accompanied by the same 

music. Because of this treatment, an analysis may be 

successfully undertaken from any of the restatements. 

An examination of the piece reveals linear and harmonic 

organisation which ma.y be safely termed Ittonal. 1t 

-1­



Motet #75, "Responde mihi," 's clearly cast in the 

Phrygian mode and while it is difficult to distinguish 

between the tv.o forms of the mode in so late a polyphonic 

work, the melodic descent to the sub-mediant cl and the 

rather low range of the supe ius suggests that it is the 

f urth r ther th n the third mode which is in operation. 

As is the case with most compositions in the Phry ian mode, 

the question of tonic-dominant relationships is handled 

by absorbing modal elements into the polyphony: at several 

points, the true tonic E is heard as a dominant to A. 

Cadences which conclude on E, because of the absence of 

a usable V, substitute the s bmediant C, which resolves to 

E through a ste wise motion with a passing D. The low second 

degree of the Phrygian scale, F in this case, is generally 

absorbed into a descending F-D motion. Except for raised 

leading-tones at cadences, additional ficta is unnecessary. 
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